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hbo BRIEFING 


25 JANUARY 1956 


I . 


SOUTH VIETNAM 


President Dies, vhose regime has, faced no ■:*_ 

u I 

major crises since the Blnh Xuyen gangsters 

were driven out of Saigon last spring,' has 

• • _ - • f ■; * \ 

finally announced date (4 March) fop* long- 


promised assembly elections. 


.Tv\ 


A. First job for 123 assembly members will,, 

* 

be approval of government-drafted 
constitution. 

B. Delay in setting date for election 
(first scheduled for Dec ’55) has been 
caused by government’s careful prepara-^* 
tions, aimed at keeping- everything unde'4* 
control . 

1. Control efforts have alienated num-3: 

t 

her of former pro-government elemaitsf, 
brought charges of dictatorship 

aga i ns t Diem . 
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2. However, Diem justifies tight con- ^ 

I trols on grounds his government stilt 

' jviv-' vL at war with Viet Minh. 

V C.- Actual setting of election date is 

■'"'■v ' .i ; ••• " ' 

'^nii,^%ref lection government's confidence . '.$0 

00 .‘0. * . -- . • .v ; *>; 

•' * ■ • ■ n?- - - •••■' v'- ■ y 

. ^-Security situation, although vastly imp 
t since last spring, still far from satisfac 

A . ' Although Binh Xuyen destroyed <and its ^ 
boss now refugee in Franck, combat- I 
effectiveness of remaining Hoa Hao rebels 
(in southwest) has been bucked-up by L 
Viet Minh aid, guidance. 

8. In clash with Hoa Hao on 13 Jan, Viet- 
namese army suffered heaviest casualties 
in any single action since end of war 
(61 killed and missing, including Bat- 
tal ion commander) . J 

V 

C. Army now has more than 20,000 troops 
deployed against some 3,200 Hoa Hao. 
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if®?- show ‘haiitPb^^fofc^ 

Wffswawc- * ixi# 


But 

services, also an -import an 
V; ^fEven after March elections, D iem..,^ ill 4S;t 1^1 * 

. -.»-■■ ■ ' W • -v..,v- j 

'; s’| face problem of his ’* inheritance| from Gene ^ 


1 




: ; , ■ — all Vietnam elections for unification, , 
> 4 ^bailed for in July ' 56 . 

■•• .■$,'■ A. He adamantly refuses to accept commit- | 
ments made by France at ' 56 Geneva 

conference. ■: y 

B. French have neither intention nor capa- 
bility of meeting these commitments: 

Expedit i-.-rur;.' Corps do*n to a >out 

9 ! •>:)* < - . • - - - 


.• 'y ’ 
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„JU has asked for com P le ||^ ^^^ 

dravral of Corps, antic 


. ^Wmrnmmm 

his relations with French 

will be more difficult if 


N)01 0002-7 


2 . 


Front is installed. ^ 

Such a government in Paris j 


W 

«* 


e. 


UUV-I* <iT : ' ' V'V 

complicate matters b, new emphasis <j 
on Sainteny mission, dlplomatl 
pressure tor strict adherence to 
Geneva terms. 

But, although tuture of ICC is cloudly. 
even InUlans-who chatr lt-appear to 

. p all-Vietnam elections now 
recognize a u » *• 

virtually out of question. 
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